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WORLD  HOG  KUMHERS  IN  1948  AND  1949 

World  hog  numbers  at  the  beginning  of  1949,  according  to  the  Office  of 
Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,  are  estimated  at  about  261  million  head, 
compares!  with  approximately  246  million  in  1948,  an  increase  of  15  million 
or  more  than  6  percent  above  last  year,    Signs  early  in  1948  of  favorable 
feed  grain  harvests  and  strong  demands  for  pork  and  pork  products  induced 
hog  breeders  to  make  plans  to  step  up  breedings,  and  these  are  reflected 
in  higher  numbers  this  year. 

Table  I 


HOGS:    Estimated  world  total,  by  continents, 
average  1936-40,  annual  1948-49. 


:  Average 

:      increase  (/)  or 
:        decrease  (-) 

Continent 
or  area 

:  1936-40 

:    1948  1/ 

!        1949  1/ 

'  19.49 
:  1936140 

1949 
1948 

:  Thousands 

:  Thousands 

:  Thousands 

:  Percent 

:  Percent 

North  America 
Europe 

Soviet  Union 
Asia  : 
South  America  : 
Africa  : 
Oceania  : 

61,300 
75,700 
32,300  • 
83,900  : 
31,300  : 

3,400  ! 

2, 200  : 

:  70,200 
51,100 

30,800  : 
3, -00  : 
2,00©  : 

:  71,700 
57,300 

2/ 
2/ 

33,700  : 
3,900  : 
2,000  : 

!  A7 
:  -24 

£  \ 
/I6  1 
-6  : 

;  12 
/12 

Ac 
A 

Total    '  : 

290,100  : 

245,600  : 

260,900  ; 

-10  : 

A 

1/  Preliminary. 
2/    Estimate  included  in  world  total. 


Significant  increases  in  hog  numbers  occurred  on  all  the  continents  of 
the  world  during  1948.  The  largest  increases  took  place  in  the  war-devasta- 
ted continents  of  Europe  and  the  Soviet  Union,    South  America    also  made  a 
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sizable  gain  in  numbers,  while  moderate  increases  occurred  on  the  oth,r  con- 
tinents.   World  numbers  made  a  substantial  recovery  in  1948  and  further 
recovery  can  be  anticipated  in  1949?  if  growing  and  economic  conditions 
remain  favorable. 

Notwithstanding  substantial  increases  during  the  past  year,  hog  numbers  on 
several  continents  continued  below  prewar  levels.    The  world  hog  numbers  are 
below  the  1936-40  prewar  average  by  29  million  head,  or  more  than  10  percent* 
North  America,  South  America  and  Africa  were  the  only  continents  where  numbers 
exceeded  the  prewar  average 0    On  the  other  hand,  European  numbers,  at  the 
beginning  of  1949 ,  were  about  75  percent  of  prewar  and  the  Soviet  Union 
numbers  were  believed  to  be  somewhere  near  one-half  of  their  prewar  level. 
Numbers  in  Asia  and  Oceania  continued  to  be  about  9  and  6  percent,  respectively, 
below  prewar  levels.  \ 

Favorable  growing  conditions  throughout  most  of  the  world  in  1948  resulted 
in  a  much  improved  feed  situation  which  contributed  to  the  general  recovery 
of  hog  numbers,,    Such  factors  as  the  strong  domestic  and  export  demand  for 
pork  and  pork  products,  efforts  to  regain  self-sufficiency  and  to  be  less 
dependent  on  imports,  and  Government  plans  by  some  countries  were  important 
in  increasing  hog  numbers  in  many  areas. 

The  4  percent  increase  in  hog  numbers  on  farms  on  January  1,  1949,  in 
the  United  States  reflected  the  favorable  feed  prospects  and  high  prices 
for  hogs  that  existed  in  much  of  1948.    Canadian  numbers  in  December  1948, 
according  to  reports,  were  14  percent  below  the  preceding  year,  but  breeding 
intentions  indie;  te  that  the  1949  spring  pig  crop  can  be  expected  to  be  20 
percent  larger  than  last  spring.   •• 

Lack  of  export  outlets  and  high  labor  costs  in  Argentina  during  1948  led 
to  the  lowest  number  of  hogs  in  30  years,  but  increases  in  the  preferential 
exchange  rate  for  pork  and  lard_,  and  a  favorable -hog-corn  price  relationship 
can  be  expected  to  reverse  the  trend0    In  Brazil  a  favorable  feed  situation, 
coupled  with  a  strong  dor  est ic  demand,  have  resulted  in  an  upturn  in  the 
trend  of  hog  numbers. 

Hog  numbers  in  Denmark  reached  their  lowest  level  in  several  years  early 
in  1948,  but  a  good  harvest,  higher  export  prices  for  bacon,  and  riCA  assistance 
have  materially  aided  recovery;    The  United 'Kingdom  reported  a  substantial 
recovery  in  num  ers  during  1948  and  indicates  a  further  'increase  in  1949* 
With  numbers  less  than  half  of  prewar  in  Eire,  the  recovery  can  be  expected 
to  be  slow,  even  with  ^CA  assistance  and  an  improved  feed  situation.  In 
France,  numbers  are  expected  to  continue  the  upward  trend  in  1949.    Numbers  •  -• 
in  Poland  can  be  expected  to  continue  to  increase  because  of  special  Govern- 
ment inducements  to  producers. 

Reliable  data  on  the  Balkan  countries  in  the  satellite  areas  and  the 
Soviet  Union  are  lacking,  but  generally,  t-he  improved  feed  situation  to- 
gether with  the  predetermined  plans  'for  increasing  production  can  be  expected 
to  continue  the  upward  trend  in  numbers. 
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Scarcity  . of  feed  in  New  Zealand  may  limit  any  increase  in  1949  hog 
numbers  and  the  high  cost  of  grain  in  relation  to  returns  from  hogs  in 
Australia  may  preclude  any  increase  in  numbers  this  year. 

The  number  of  hogs  on  farm's  in  the  United  States  on  January  I,  1949  were" 
estimated  at  57,139,00(3  head,  about  4  percent  larger  than  a  year  earlier  and'  ' 
18  percent  above  "the  1936-40  average.    This  estimate  is  32  percent  below  the 
all-time  high  of  January  1,.  1944,  when  hogs  on  farms  reached  83,741,000  head. 
Sows  and  gilts  were  estimated  to  be  14  percent  higher  than  last  year,  which5 
bears  out  the  farmers'  intentions  to  increase  1949  spring  farrowing s. 

Favorable  feed  prospects  ana  high  prices  of  hogs  early  in  1948  encouraged 
farmers  to  breed  a  larger  number  of  sows  for  fall  and  spring  farrowings.  Con- 
sequently, January  numbers  reflect  the  larger  fall  pig  crop  and  indicate  that 
this  spring1 s  -farrowing s  will  also  be  larger  than  a  year  ago. 

Canadian  hog  numbers  on  December  1,  1948  were  estimated  to  be  more  than 
14,  percent  below  those  of  the  previous  year.    These  numbers  were  less  than 
one-half  of  the  record  9,473,000  head  reached  in  December  1943.    Numbers  have 
declined  for  5  successive  years,  but. are  still  about  13  percent  larger  than 
the  1936-40  average. 

Relatively  satisfactory  monetary  returns  from  wheat  farming  in  recent  years 
have  kept  farmers  from -.expanding  their  hog  numbers  which  involved  more  labor 
and  higher  costs..   However,  the  more  favorable  hog-barley  ratio  in  early  1948 
and  the  higher  bacon  prices  ..under  the  Canadian-United  Kingdom  contract  have 
resulted  in  a  substantial -  increase  in  the  number  of  bred  sows.    The  December- 
May  farrowings,  therefore,  are ' expected  to  show  an  increase  over  those  for 
the  same  period  last  year.  '  Breeding  intentidns  reported  in  December  indicated 
that  the  1949 -spring  pig  crop  pan.  be  expected. to  be  20  percent  larger  than 
last  spring.  '  "': 

Mexican  ho*g  numbers  are  believed  to  be  recovering  from  the  194&  and  1947 
decline.    It  is  estimated  that  numbers  have  increased  5  to  10  percent  in  1948. 
Although  very  little .grain  is  fed  to  hogs,  it  has  been  indicated  that  the  in- 
crease is  partly  due  to  the  large  corn  crop  in.  194.8.    Cuban  hog  numbers  on 
January  1,  1949  were  estimated  to  be  slightly  above  last  year.'    A  plentiful' 
supply  of  Palmiche  nuts  and  high  hog  prices  in  1947  apparently  induced  producers 
to  increase  breedings  which  were  reflected  in  a  larger  1948. spring  pig  crop. 
However,  heavy  slaughter  during  the  year  is  believed  to  have -held "-numbers  to 
within  about  5  percent  of  the  previous  year's  level.  ,  :- 

Hog  numbers  in  Brazil,  according  to  a  recent  report,  dropped  to  23  million 
head  in  1948,  but  are  expected  to  reach '25  million  head  in  1949.  Apparently, 
the  absence  of  hog  cholera,  favorable  hog-corn  price  relationship  in  1948,  and 
prospects  for  . a  good  corn  crop  in  the  swine  producing  sections  of  Brazil-. have 
contributed  to  the  present,  opt imismc    However,  with  pork  prices  higher  than 
beef,  it  can  be  assumed  that  the  prices  and  favorable  crop  conditions  have  en- 
couraged producers  to  expand  numbers.    It  has  been  indicated  that "the  strong 
domestic  demand  precludes  storage  of  stocle  and  exportation  of  pork  and  pork 
products. 
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In  Argent ina,  hog  numbers  were  estimated  at  2.5  million  head  in  1948, 
apparently  the  lowest  number  in  30  years.    The  194<-  number  represents  a  de- 
cline of  37  percent  since  1937.    Lack  of  export  outlets  for  pork  and  pork 
products  and  increased  labor  costs  wei-e  perhaps  the  principal  deterrents  to 
the  recovery  of  the  hog  industry  in  Argentina,    However,  recent  sales  of  pork 
products  to  Belgium,  a  favorable  hog-corn  price  relationship,  and  the  announce- 
ment of  an  increase  in  the  preferential  exchange  rate  for  pork  and  lard  can  be 
expected  to-  stimulate  further  interest  in  hogs.  Some  increase  in  hog  numbers 
can  be  anticipated  in  1949. 

Moderate  increases  occurred  in  Chile  and  Colombia,  a  substantial  increase 
is.  believed  to  have  taken  place  in  Bolivia,  but  no  important  changes  were  evi- 
dent in  the  other  South  American  countries. 

Hog  numbers  increased  substantially  in  the  United  Kingdom  during  1948. 
There  were  2.1  million  head  recorded  in  June  of  1948  in  comparison  with  1.6 
million  in  June  of  1947.    The  1948  numbers,  however,  were  almost  32  percent 
and  breeding  sows  nearly  61  percent  larger  than  those  of  the  preceding  year. 
If  adequate  feed  supplies  continue  to  be  available,  this  would  indicate  that 
the  numbers  can  be  expected  to  increase  considerably  in  1949. 

The  expansion  in  the  hog  industry  apparently  is  in  line  with  the  United 
Kingdom's  agricultural  program  to  increase  domestic  food  supplies.  However, 
sharp  declines,  relatively  recent,  in  the  price  of  feeder  pigs  and  some  market- 
ings of  sows  and  gilts  for  slaughter  purposes  may  indicate  that  the  recovery 
of  hog  numbers  during  1948  has  been  too  rapid  in  relationship  to  feed  supplies. 
The  failure  to  increase  hog  rations  may  be  partially  due  to  the  non-use  of 
dollars  for  imported  feed  grains.     (See  Table  II  on  following  page.) 

Although  hog  numbers  in  Eire  remained  practically  stationary  in  1948,  com- 
pared with  1947,  bred  sow  numbers  in  1948  increased  by  more  than  9  percent 
over  1947.    Total  hog  numbers  are  less  than  one-half  of  prewar.    However,  the 
recent  lifting  of  restrictions  on  the  sale  of  corn  and  the  increased  imports 
of  corn  under  the  EGA  program  have  materially  aided  hog  feeding  operations. 
Present  favorable  hog-feed  price  relationship  and  the  Government's  desire  to 
progressively  develop  the  industry  indicates  that  Eire  may  in  a  year  or  so  be 
exporting  pork  and  pork  products. 

In  early  1948,  hog  numbers  in  Denmark  reached  its  lov:est  level  in  several 
years,  but  the  rate  of  recovery  since  then  has  been  relatively  high.  Bred 
sow  numbers,  according  to  December  30,  1948  census,  were  120  percent 
larger  than  a  year  earlier,  and  the  total  number  of  hogs  was  about  21  percent 
above  the  previous  December.    However,  between  July  1948    and  December  3>0 , 
1948,  hog  numbers  increased  by  30  percent.    The  good  feed  grain  harvest  of 
1948,  higher  prices  for  bacon  exports  and  ^iCA  assistance  were  the  most  important 
factors  in  encouraging  farmers  to  expand  their  hog  numbers.    V^ith  the  con- 
tinuance of  favorable  conditions,  a  substantial  recovery  in  hog  numbers  can 
be  anticipated  in  1949.     (See  Table  III  on  page  6.) 
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Table  II 

UNITED  KINGDOM:    Number  of  hogs  on  farms  by 
principal  classes,  1939-48, 


Oth  sr  pigs 


:  Breeding 

:  5  months 

:  2  months 

:  Under  2 

Date 

:  sows 

:  old  and 

:  and 

:  months 

:  Total 

1  over 

i  under  5 

:  Thousands 

•  Thousands 

1  T  h  ou  s  and  s 

t  Thousands 

!  thousands 

1939-June 

:  542 

:  801 

:      1  872 

:      1  179 

•     *+,  j  7*4 

December 

•  7^7 

I  1,111 

:     4  6r;7 

1940-June 

:  468 

:  951 

:      1  778 

:  90^ 

:  4,106 

December 

:  329 

:       1  156 

1  815 

j  058 

1941-June 

:  244 

:  730 

:      1 , 114 

:  469 

:     2  558 

December 

:  249 

:  823 

:  873 

;  394 

•  2,338 

1942-June 

:  250 

:  631 

\  812 

451 

:  2.143 

December 

189 

842 

858 

!  323 

:    2, 211 

1943-June' 

:  '  186 

:  629 

:  667 

\  347 

:    3  829 

December 

:  '  198 

:  717 

!  612 

•  284 

:  1,811 

1944-June 

:  :  253 

:  537 

:  663 

415 

•  1,867 

December  ! 

240 

:  785 

821 

371 

2,217 

1945-June  : 

246 

681 

800 

425  i 

2,152 

December  : 

222 

S30 

;         770  : 

350 

2,172 

1946-^arch  : 

220  : 

716  5 

625  : 

391  ! 

1,952 

June  : 

22i  ; 

582  : 

762  : 

391  : 

1,955 

September  : 

200  : 

724  : 

629  : 

421  : 

1,973 

December      "  : 

173  : 

728  : 

695  : 

262  : 

1,859 

1947-March           :  : 

186  : 

655  : 

550  : 

281  : 

1,672 

June  : 

197  : 

516  : 

635  ! 

280 

1,628 

September  : 

2lS  : 

656  : 

'  496  : 

390  : 

1,761 

December  : 

233  t 

602  : 

659  : 

298  : 

1,793 

1948-Karch  : 

279  : 

583  : 

577  : 

442-  : 

1,881 

June  : 

318  : 

514  : 

846  : 

472  : 

2,150 

September  _  : 

324  •: 

801  : 

851  : 

627  .  : 

2,603 

Compiled  from  Monthly  Digest  of  Statistics, 
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Table  III 


DENMARK;  Number  of  hogs  on  farms  by 
principal  classes^  average 
1936-39,  annual. 1945-49. 


: 

:  Pigs  and 

:  .  Total,  1/ 

Date 

:      1  ot  al 

:      £5  red, 

:  Suckling 

:  slaughter 

:  sows 

:      sows . 

:  pi£S 

r        hogs  - 

:  Ihousands 

:  ihousands 

:  Thousands 

:  Thousands 

:  ihousands 

Average  ±936-39 

T  

January • 

:         .  351 

:     .  2^8 

:  634 

:  1,969 

:  2,962 

March 

:  377 

or  L 

\  25o 

!  741 

:  1,829 

:  2,967 

Juiy  ; 

:  244 

:  794 

:  1,946 

0  in/ 
:  3,134 

October  • 

»  355 

\  219 

>  741 

!  2,135 

^  3,199 
!  1,819 

1945-^  anuary 

:  x73 

1  nA 

J  ±uo 

on 

351 

:  l,2oy 
:  1,105 

March 

I  loU 

no 

:            98  ; 

:  348 

:  1,621 
\  1,617 

Tultr 

ouiy 

!  ±70 

>  O  Of? 

►  337 

i  r\nc 

:  1,0/5 

ucuODer 

t                 1  o.£ 

►  <+92 

>            t  ncJi 

.  ±,Uo4 

;  1, 

J.7Z4.0  dC/  —  0  o-iiudry 

>  *cUJ_ 

1  on 
JL-c  / 

3V± 

:  1,1/7 

►                1  r7r7r7 
±,  /  (  f 

March 

>                   T  QQ 

:           ±99  ! 

±23 

42o 

>            1    oi  n 

;         1,  2±±  ■ 

1,844 
1,768 

July 

191  : 

120  : 

377 

1,192  : 

October 

194  s 

115  : 

426  ! 

1,278 

1,907 

TQ/,7   9/—.Tp  mm  r»tr  ■ 
JL7Z4.  (            O  d.llUa.1  y  1 

X<cU  . 

3?-L 

1     ">  QQ  « 
l,-»0-5  . 

1 ,  00  / 

March  ! 

209  : 

137  : 

411  i 

1,150  : 
1,163  : 

1,779 
1,323 

July  : 

208  : 

129  : 

443  i 

October  : 

181  : 

91  i 

43S  : 

1,358  : 

1,985 

1948  2/- January  : 

142  : 

80  : 

275  : 

1,181  : 

1,604 

March  : 

152  : 

111  : 

244  ; 

985  : 

1,388 

July.  : 

202  : 

135  : 

400  : 

851  : 

1,462 

October  : 

221  : 

143  : 

447  : 

1,129  : 

1,807 

1949  2/- January  : 

249  : 

176  : 

410  : 

1,276  : 

1,944 

Compiled  from  official  sources,  .   \.  . 

1/    Inclusive  of  boars. 

2/  Beginning  March  1946,  data  represent  census  returns  for  the  whole 
country,  including  parishes  and  boroughs. 


In  Sweden,  hog  numbers  in  1948  were  slightly  larger  than  in  19 47.  Sow 
numbers  in  June  of  1948  were  fewer  than  the  preceding  year.  However, 
Government  support  prices  and  a  larger  supply  of  feed  may  hold  1949  numbers 
relatively  constant,  although  plans  call  for  larger  pork  production.  In 
1948,  hog  numbers  in  Norway  declined,  but  breeding  animals  increased.  Scarcity 
of  both  home-grown  and  imported  feed  grain  contributed  to  the  drop  in  numbers. 
The  Government  plans,  however,  call  for  425,000  head  by  1952.    Success  of  the 
plan  depends  entirely  on  the  availability  of  feed  supplies. 

At  the  beginning  of  January  1949  nog  numbers  in  Belgium  showed  an  increase 
of  more  than  40  percent  over  the  preceding  year,  but  were  still  9  percent 
below  the  1936-40  average.    The  prospects  of  an  improved  feed  situation  stimu- 
lated a  sizable  recovery  in  numbers  during  1948,    In  Luxemburg  hog-  numbers  are 
over  70  percent  of  prewar,  reflecting  a  more  favorable  feed  situation  and 
price  relationship.    In  December  1948,  hog  numbers  in  the  Netherlands  were 
over  20  percent  larger  than  a  year  earlier.    Moreover,  a  much  improved  feed 
situation  during  the  year  can  be  expected  to  further  increase  numbers. 

Estimates  of  hog  numbers  in  the  4  zones  of  Germany,  as  of  December  1948, 
indicated  a  substantial  increase,  about  1.4  million  head  over  the  previous 
year,    These  numbers  are  slightly  less  than  one-half  of  the  1936-40  average. 
Hogs  in  the  bizonal  area  increased  by  more  than  1  million  head,  numbers  in 
the  French  zone  remained  constant,  and  numbers  in  the  Soviet  zone  are  believed 
to  have  made  moderate  increases.    It  is  also  believed  that  numbers  in  Germany 
are  underestimated. 

If  Poland' s  bacon  commitments  to  the  United  Kingdom,  probable  exports  to 
the  Soviet  Union  and  present  plans  to  export  canned  ham  to  the  United  States 
are  to  be  fulfilled,  hog  numbers  in  1949  obviously  must  be  somewhat  higher 
than  they  were  in  1948.    The  Government  also  has  taken  official  action  to 
increase  pig  numbers  by  offering  advance  payments  and  by  providing  feeding 
centers  for  the  purpose  of  improving  quality  and  increasing  production.  Re- 
duction in  land  taxes  is  to  be  introduced  as  an  inducement  to  stimulate 
livestock  breeding. 

Offical  estimates  of  hog- numbers  in  France  in  November  1948  were  . 
6,418,000  head,  13  percent  larger  than  a  year  earlier,  but  9  percent  below 
prewar  numbers.    &s  a  result  ci  an- excellent  harvest  of  feed -grains  in  1948, 
continuation  of  imports  of  grains  and  protein  concentrates,  bred  sow  numbers 
reached  867,000  head,  nearly  the  prewar  level.    Numbers,  therefore,  can  be 
expected  to  expand  in  1949  and  may  possibly  reach  the  level  attained  in  the 
prewar  period.    French  hog  numbers  are  generally  believed  to  be  underestimated. 

Kog  numbers  in  Spain,  because  of  improved  moisture  conditions  in  1948, 
have  shown  some  recovery  from  the  severe  droughts  of  1944  and  1946.  Numbers 
are  now  estimated  to  be  somewhat  above  the  prewar  level.     In  Portugal,  both 
the  demand  for  pork  and  prices  for  pork  were  steadily  mounting  in  the  early 
part  of  1948  and  at  that  time  prospects  for  an  increase  in  the  1948  hog  numbers 
were  favorable.    Numbers  are  now  believed  to  be  at  prewar  levels. 
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Official  Austrian  hog  numbers  in  December  1943  were  reportec.  to  have  de- 
clined from  th^  previous  year,    However,  on  the  basis  of  favorable  crops  in 
1%S  and  the  probable  increase  in  the  fall  farrowing s,  numbers  are  believed 
to  be  increasing.    Official  numbers  are  considered  to  be  underestimated. 

Czechoslovakia!!    hog  numbers,  at  the  beginning  of  1949,  were  the  highest 
since  1944  and  .were  about  2  percent  above  the  1936-40  average,    A  much  im- 
proved feed  situation  in  1948  and  Government  emphasis  on  larger  production 
were  reflected  in  a  26  percent  increase  in  this  year's  numbers  and  bred  sow 
numbers  were  reported  to  be  around  44  percent  larger  than  a  year  earlier. 

Data  on  hog  numbers  in  the  Balkan  countries  are  lacking,  but  for  the  most 
part  it  is  assumed  that  moderate  increases  in  numbers  have  occurred  in  prac- 
tically all  of  th^se  countries  during  the  year.    Feed  crops  in  most  of  the 
areas  are  believed  to  have  been  favorable  to  hog  production.    Hog  numbers  in 
Hungary  are  asumed  to.- have  increased  because  of  the  unusually  large  demand  for 
lard, -but  are  still  believed  to  be  considerably  below  prewar.  Yugoslavian 
numbers    were    expected  to  increase  during  1948,  because  of  the  good  corn  crop 
in  1947  and  the  official;  encouragement  to  breed  and  feed  more  hogse  Higher 
prices  for  fattened  hogs  and  the  privilege  of  buying  manufactured- goods  at 
.lower  prices  were  further  inducements  which  may  have  increased  hog  numbers 
during  the  last  half  of  1948.    Numbers  in  Bulgaria  and  Rumania  are  believed 
to  have  increased  during  1948,     In  Greece,  because  of  guerilla  warfare, 
numbers  are  believed  to  be  held  at  the  1947  level. 

Favorable  grain  crops  in  the  Soviet  Union  during  the  past  two  years  are 
believed  to  have  substantially  increased  January  1949  hog  numbers.    The  1945 
five-year  plan  calls  for  some  21  million  nead  of  hogs  by  1950,  which  would 
still  be  less  than  two-thirds  of  the  1936-40  level. 

In  Africa,  hog  numbers,  at  the  beginning  of  1949 ,  showed  a  slight  increase 
over  a  year  earlier.    These  numbers  are  the  highest  since  1944  and  are  approxi- 
mately 500,000  head  above  the  1936-40  average.    Numbers  in  the  Union  of  South 
Africa  reflect  no  change  over  the  preceding  y^ar  and  are  about  200,000  head 
above  the  average  for  the  1936-40  period.    However,  Algeria,  French  Morocco, 
Mozambique,  Angola,  Southern  Rhodesia  and  Tunisia  indicate  increases  ranging 
from  5,000 to  nearly  50,000  head.    On  the  other  hand,  Madagascar  was  the  only 
country  which  indicated  a  decline  in  hog  numbers  from  the  preceding  year. 

Hog  numbers  in  Australia  by  the  end  of  March  1948  had  dropped  to  about 
1.3  million  head,  the  lowest  since  1939*    These  numbers,  however,  were  above 
the  prewar  level,  but  over  500,000  head  below  the  1941  peak.    Even  though  bred 
sow  numbers  were  2,5  percent  larger  in  1948  than  the  preceding  year,  the 
general  outlook  for  the  industry  is  still  regarded  uncertain.    High  cost  of 
grains  in  relation  to  returns  received  from  hogs  and  the  continued  shortage 
of  protein  feeds,  building  and  fencing  materials  have  held  pork  production 
down  and  kept  farmers  from  expanding  their  hog  numbers. 

The  1948  New  Zealand  hog  numbers  showed  a  slight  increase  over  a  year 
ago,  but  are  still  almost  one-third  below  the  1936-40  average.    Bred  sow 
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numbers  in  1948  indicated  an  upward  swing  for  the  first  time  since  1941. 
The  number  of  bred  sows  in  1947  were  the  lowest  since  1930.    Scarcity  of  con- 
centrated feeds  and  commercial  utilization  of  skim  milk  were  among  the  prin- 
cipal factors  that  discouraged  farmers  from  increasing  hog  production. 

Hog  numbers  in  Asia,  according  to  estimates,  were  slightly  higher  at  the 
beginning  of  1949  than  a  year  ago,    Present  numbers,  however,  are  still  more 
than  7g  million  head  below  the;  1936-40  average.    The  increases  are  reported 
to  have  occurred  in  British  Malaya.  Burma ,  Japan,  Formosa,  Netherlands  Indies, 
Philippines  and  Si am,  while  numbers  in  China  and  Korea  reflect  no  change  from  the 
preceding  year. 


This  is  orio  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricultural 
production,  approved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  Committee 
on  Foreign  Crops  and  Livestock  Statistics,    For  this  report  the  Committee  was 
composed  of  Joseph  A.  Becker,  Chairman,  C*  M*  Purves,  Elmer  A.  Reese,  Hazel  B, 
Kefauver,  Stanley  Mehr  and  Mary  £«.  Long*. 
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